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Against

the Grain

Software billionaire Tom Siebel isn’t afraid to use shock
and awe to scare kids away from hard drugs and toward a
more meaningful life.

By Wendy Helfenbaum

he original goals were to provide a vehicle to give back to the community. and
find areas where we might be able to help—just like everybody else. I guess!
recalls Tom Siebel. 56, who, along with his wife, Stacey, created the Siebel
Foundation in 1996 to generate positive and lasting change in local communi-
ties across the U.S.

And the billionaire software developer’s tearless approach to funding charitable projects
has meant tackling big problems in innovative ways.

Sicbel. who is chairman of First Virtual Group. a Palo Alto, California-based holding
company with interests in commercial real estate. agribusiness, and global investment
management. rarely goes with the grain—and the way he chairs his foundation is a testa-
ment to that unorthodoxy. Unlike traditional foundations that receive hundreds of grant
requests each vear, and then study them to decide which projects will be funded. the Sicbel

Foundation invests primarily in projects it creates and operates.
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